
Established in 1966

567 employees

Cooperatively owned

Largest winery in Italy

Leader in the production of 
alcohol in Italy

World co-leader in the 
production of natural 

tartaric acid

100% self-produced green 
electricity in all group sites

The EU is the first producer, consumer, 
exporter and importer of wine in the 
world. The winery industry generates 
by-products (spent grape pomace, 

pruning waste) that can be valorised into 
high-end products. They include products 

as fertilizers that could be used in the 
same industry, closing the loop.

Example of a business model in the
bioeconomy: CAVIRO

This project has received funding from 
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
Research and Innovation Programme 
under GA No. 101000519 

Infographic prepared by 
Coordinator - Cooperativas 
Agro-alimentarias de España:
Susana Rivera
rivera@agro-alimentarias.coop

@COOPID_eu COOPID EU Projectwww.coopid.eu

IN THE
WINERY
SECTOR.

CAVIRO represents the union of 
over 50 wine-makers. They use the 
grapes from 12,000 grape growers. 

Besides the 
pomace waste, the 
vineyards produce 
vegetative waste 
(pruning waste, 
etc.) that is 
valorised into 
energy, electricity 
and heat.

Remaining wine-making 
by-products and waste water 
from CAVIRO and other 
agri-food industries, are 
valirsed through anaerobic 
digestion to produce biogas 
and biomethane.

The sludges obtained 
from anaerobic 
digestion are used in 
agriculture as natural 
fertilizers in return to 
enrich the vineyards.

Once the wine is 
produced, the 
by-products are 
collected and 
transformed into 
noble products, as 
alcohols, tartaric 
acid, enocyanin 
and polyphenol. 


